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BUSINESS DOCUMENTS OF THE HAMMURABI 
PERIOD. II 

By Leroy Waterman 

The following plates contain the texts of fourteen tablets belong- 
ing to the Bu. collections in the British Museum, continuing the same 
class of material as that published in the April number of this Journal. 

The registration numbers are as follows: Bu. 91-5-9, 594, 600, 
602, 612, 613, 614, 615, 616, 618, 628, 630, 631, 639, 674. 

Five texts, owing partly to breaks in the tablets are without 
specific date formulae and do not contain the name of the king. Six 
texts have date formulae, but do not include the king's name. Of 
those that mention royal names, two (618, 639) are dated in the reign 
of Abil Sin, one (631) in the reign of Hammurabi, one (602) in the 
reign of Samsuiluna, and three (612, 613, 616) in the reign of 
Ammiditana. 

The oath is lacking in 612, 613, 614, 615, 628, 630, and 674. 
In 594 and 616 the contents of the oath cannot be recovered. The 
formulae as far as preserved are as follows: nis "Samas . . . . u 
"'Sippar''' (600); nis "Samas "Marduk t Samsuiluna (602); 
nis "Marduk u Abil Sin (618); nis "Samas "Marduk u 
Hammurabi (613); nis ... . Abil Sin . . . . u "'Sippar'''. 

The material includes six purchase contracts (594, 600, 602, 614, 
618, 639). Of these one (602) deals with the purchase of a slave, the 
rest are concerned with the transfer of real estate. Two, 613, 628, 
come under field rentals. No. 612 is a contract for the hire of 
reapers. No. 631 deals with adoption. No. 674 involves a bequest. 
Nos. 615 and 616 contain registers of persons and property. No. 630 
is a receipt. 

In subsequent numbers of this Journal it is hoped to continue the 
publication of texts of the same character, together with their inter- 
pretation and the classification of the proper names. 
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